
 

 

Reading Strategies  

The Oaks Community Primary School 

There are two elements to the teaching of reading: 

1. Word reading    2. Comprehension 

It is important to use a variety of prompts to encourage children to problem-solve tricky bits of words in 

different ways. When prompting for the child to focus on a word or part of a word, clarify which part this 

is by drawing them to it. Ensure children are always praised for the strategies they use well. 

Fischer Family Trust Wave 3 and Which Book Band and Why by Sue Bodman and Glen Franklin 

Word Reading 

Focus for the 
child 

Reading prompts 

One to one 
correspondence 

Have you got enough words? Too many words? 
 
Did you run out of words? Did your pointing fit? 
 
Did that match what you said? 
 
Point under each word to help you check. 

Learning to use 
initial sounds 

Would ‘bath’ start like that? 
Say ‘bath’. What does ‘bath’ begin with? Can you see ‘b’? 
 
Get your mouth ready to say the word. 
 
Say can. Would ‘can’ start like that? 
 
Do you know a word that starts with these letters? (use magnetic letters and 
magnetic whiteboards to support) 
 
You said ‘jogging.’ That makes sense. The first letter is ‘r’. What else would make 
sense and look right? 
Which looks best ‘running’ or ‘jogging’? Why? 
 

Learning to look 
carefully at print 

Draw the children to the part they are finding tricky. Does this help? 
Can you find ‘got’ on the page? What letter does it begin with? What else would 
you expect to see? 
Look carefully across the word and blend the letters. 
What can you see to help you? (focus on letters, not pictures e.g. small word in big 
one/ a letter/ a chunk) 
 
Does that word (went) look like went? What would you expect to see at the end/ in 
the middle? 

Aspire, Achieve, Appreciate. 



Learning to blend 
Always ask the 
child to read the 
whole sentence 
after reading a 
tricky word 
Use magnetic 
letters and 
whiteboards to 
support with 
blending. 
Use diagraphs 
that are joined 
rather than 
individual letters 

Say the phonemes and read the word 
 
Can we use sound buttons to help us read the word? Say these phonemes like 
me? (Use Punch and slice to support) 
 
Listen as I say the phonemes? Can you hear the word? Can you blend it together? 
(crash it back together) 
 
Let’s practise that. I’ll say the phonemes and read the word…point to each word as 
I say it. Now you do the same. 
 
There is a digraph you know in this word. Can you find it? Now say all the 
phonemes in the word and read it. 
 

Reading multi-
syllable words 

Say the word and clap the syllables 
 
Can we point out the syllables within the word? 
 
Can we break words into chunks/ syllables and put them together and read them? 
 
Can we look for parts we know inside bigger words? 
 
Make sure that what you say matches what you see  
 
Can we use magnetic letters to make the syllables? 
 
Say the sounds and read each syllable 
Say the syllables and now read the words 
 
 

Using the print to 
check accuracy 

Check and make sure that what you have said looks right 
 
Make what you say match what you can see 
 
‘Dad said to Molly’. Said makes sense but look at the first two letters- shouted 
 
It could be….but let’s look at the word again (the beginning of the word/ the middle 
of the word/ the end of the word) 
 
It would make sense if the word was ‘bites’ but look carefully: what can you see? 
(mask all but the first letter of the word ‘nips’ with a finger) 
 

Self-monitoring Can you listen to yourself and think whether what you said makes sense? 
 
Stop, read it again so that it makes sense and looks right 
 
Were you right? How do you know? 
 
Check it. It has to look right and make sense. 
 



You almost got that. See if you can find out what is wrong. 
 
You made a mistake on that page. Can you find it? 
 
What’s the tricky bit? Can you spot it? 
 
Can you listen to yourself and look carefully so that what you say looks right, 
sounds right and makes sense 
 
Can you go back and read from the beginning of the sentence to make sure you 
have understood what you are reading? 
 
Can you read on or look back in the story to see if that helps you to make sense? 
(more advanced readers) 
 
Let’s ask, Did I understand that? 
 
I can correct my own mistakes 
 

Reading fluently Read it like you are talking 
 
Read it without hearing any gaps between your words 
 
Listen to yourself. Does it sound like talking? Does it sound good? 
 
Let’s read with your eyes and not with your fingers (yellow book band and upwards) 
 
Let’s use the punctuation. What does the full stop tell you? 
 

Put these words together (I can see a dog) so that it sounds like talking 

 
Can you read it a little faster so that it sounds more interesting? 
 
 

Learning a tricky 
word 

Look at the sentence: Tim’s cat was on a mat. 
Highlight the tricky word you would like to focus on: was 
This word says was. Frame the word. 
What do we know about this word already? It starts with a ‘w’. 
Identify the tricky parts- ‘as’- and run our finger slowly under the word as we say it. 
Find the word in other parts of the book and read the whole sentence 
Now let’s make the word with magnetic letters. What is the tricky bit? 

 

  



Comprehension 

Strategies for developing comprehension 

Refer to your year group on The Literacy Company reading grids 

Connecting 
 

I use words that I can see around me or that I have used before 
 
Which features could…have? 
Give two pieces of evidence that…? 
Why does…ask…to…? 
Could…be described as…? 
What else might make…sad/angry? 
What is it about…that tells you…? 
What other reason could there be for…? 

Literal reading 
 

The answer is ‘right there on the page’ 
 
List… 
Select a word that shows…Who...What 
Give one reason… 
Match…Which word / phrase…Underline / highlight, Choose... 
Find… 
Provide an example which shows… 
close activities, multiple choice activities, ranking activities 

Questions 
 

I can ask questions of a text 
What caused…?  
What are the characteristics of…?  
What if…?  
What does the author mean when…?  
Would you agree that…?  
Would it be better if…?  



 
 

Predicting 
 

I make predictions based on the context – using clues (picture, 
word, setting, character) to make predictions 
Making connections for make more detailed and precise 
predictions 

Imagining 
 

I use the illustrations to help me 
When I read I create a picture in my head of what is happening 

Inferring 
 

We need to ‘read between the lines’ 
 
How did__ feel? 
Why did __ feel/think? 
Why is __ important? 
How do we know __? 
What does this tell us about how __ is feeling/thinking? 
Explain why, explain how 
What suggests? 
What implies? 
What makes us think that? 

Supposing and hypothesising 
 

What makes you think that? 
 
Can you think of a different ending? Why? 
 

Effect on the reader 
 

How does the author make you think…? What do you learn about 
the writer’s attitude to…? 
What is the purpose of the text? 
How do you know…? 
How does the writer show that they had mixed feelings about…? 
How does the writer try to…? 
Explain how this text is suitable for…? 
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How does the writer make it interesting/engaging/exciting? 
Explain how the whole of … has the effect that 

Explaining 
 

I talk through my ideas, thoughts and feelings about what I’m 
reading so that I understand it 

Summarising 
 

It is often helpful to prompt children using the language of 
summarising. Sentence stems include the following: 

 First…  
 Next…  
 Then  
 After that…  
 Finally…  
 The story takes place…  
 The main characters are…  
 A problem occurs when…  
 I learned that…  
 The most important ideas in this text are…  
 This part was about… 

Pattern: 

The most important thing about _____ is _____.  
It ________. It ________. It ________.  
But the most important thing about ____ is ____. 

Sample: 
The most important thing about air is that it keeps us alive.  
It is a gas.  
It is invisible.  
It contains oxygen and carbon dioxide.  
But the most important thing about air is that it keeps us alive. 

Evaluating 
 

Find two words or phrases that make the passage seem…? 
Find two words or phrases that show the writer thinks… ? 
What is the effect of… ? 
How is language used to create a positive image of… ? 
Explain how the words… make it seem… ? 
The writer has used the simile… What is the effect of this? 

Clarifying Clarify understanding of words, phrases, sections of text 
 

 

 


