
Year 4 English Home Learning Pack 

Summer 2 

Hello Year 4, 

Please work your way through these writing 

activities. Try complete one reading comprehension 

and one writing activity per day.  

Remember to include the different features we have 

learnt in year 4 e.g. 

 Fronted adverbials  

 Noun phrases  

 Prepositions  

 Complex sentences  

 Compound sentences  

Also, remember to keep your handwriting neat and 

controlled. Can you use lead ins and lead outs 

effectively? 

Please feel free to email me your work. I would like 

to see how you are getting on.  

Good luck. 

Mrs Henshall 

 

 



Story starter! 

Month: June Year: 3015 

Dear diary, 

It has now been 2 years since we moved 
here. Leaving Earth was tough, but we are 
beginning to feel more at home with every 
single week that passes. 

When we came to our new home, we were 
allowed to bring everything with us from our 
Earth homes. It still feels a bit strange 
though. Life without gravity really takes 
some getting used to! 

Can you continue the diary? 

What is gravity? Can you include descriptions of what it is like to live 
without it? 

Where is it that you now live? How is it different from your previous 
life? How do you spend your time? Do you prefer living in your new 
home? 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 



 

What makes these two characters so extraordinary? 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 

How are they similar/different to a normal father and son? 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 

What power do they possess? Can you explain it? 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 

Why does the boy possess the same power as his father? 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 

Are there any other powers that they possess? 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 

How will they use their powers? 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 



Will they be able to lead a normal life? 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 

Are they always in control of their powers? 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 

 

Are we always in control of our powers and feelings? 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 

What power is it that they possess? Can you draw them using their power? 
Could they use it in such a way as to help people? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Story starter! 

The scientists huddled around the machine looking perplexed. Their 
laboratory was buried deep underground, away from prying eyes. Usually 
their experiments went completely unnoticed, apart from the occasional 
smell of sulphur or waft of grey smoke that made its way to the surface, but 
this particular experiment would certainly not avoid the headlines… They 
were in BIG trouble... 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 



Poetry ideas 

Can you create your own poems? Choose a theme and try include these features: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Check out the poem below. Read it once and then read it again out loud. Can you 

create your own poem about yourself? Draw pictures to go with it. 

I am a writer 

Poem from Werewolf Club Rules by Joseph Coelho 

I am the clash and collide of the stars 

because I create worlds. 

I am the awareness of the trees 

because I hear the wind. 

I am the sweat of a rainbow 

because I refract all the colours. 

I am the blood in a pen 

because I ink arteries. 

I am the blade in a sharpener 

because I make nibs vanish. 

I am the edge of a rubber, 

rounded, worn and softened by mistakes. 

I am the conversation of notes, 

discussing melodies. 

I am the holes in a flute, 

knower of unknown tunes. 

I am the skin of a drum. 

Every hit, beat and bang 

bouncing off me, 

forming music from nothing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Now read this poem with a focus on imagery. Read it once and then read it again 

out loud. Can you add actions and drawings. Think of your own creative poem like 

this with a focus on imagery.  

Apple tree 
I saw a bride splendid in white garments 

I saw a woman with one hundred children  

The children plump and firm within her arms, 

But some fell down or strangers took and ate them 

Cut them, sliced them, bit them, baked them, boiled them – 

Alas, alas, a widow frail and naked 

Stood by my window in the heavy snow 

Imagining, under the white snow, she was a bride again. 

In time, she sighed, in time. 

From In the Land of the Giants.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Try this poem next. Read it out loud. Add actions and pictures. Can you choose 

different animals and create your own poem next: 

A Menagerie Of Animals 
From Things You Find in a Poet's Beard by A.F. Harrold 

i. 

Great grey belly porker, 

toothy yawning slug, 

cow-nosed submarine, 

giant in the mud, 

unlikely ballerina 

tip-toes underwater, 

sleepy swampland-island, 

river’s favourite daughter. 

  

ii. 

Stripy-armoured tiny tiger, 

pollen-pouched and humble, 

a fairy-small furry flyer, 

content to simply bumble. 

  

iii. 

An African agitator, 

sleeping now, snapping later, 

Living log with beady eyes, 

a flash of jaws and something dies. 

  

Antelope and sleek gazelle 

know the dangers very well, 

are careful by the river Nile’s 

toothy and serrated smiles. 



  

iv. 

Fish-chasing waiters, 

waddling torpedoes, 

ice-footed flipper-flappers, 

swimmers with no speedos. 

  

v. 

Knitting hunter, 

insect hater – 

catch them now, 

eat them later. 

  

vi. 

Orange as a sunset, 

red as a pillar-box. 

Entering the chicken coop, 

unwelcome as Goldilocks. 

 vii. 

As big as houses end to end, 

glimpsed and then it’s gone, 

an island for a mariner 

he won’t step foot upon. 

  

A water feature fountaining 

between the foaming waves, 

an oily mountain sinking fast, 

takes plankton to their graves. 

  

viii. 

Purr-bearer, 



fur-wearer, 

tail-tosser, 

mouse-bosser. 

  

ix. 

At first a dot, 

then a hop. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Try this poem next.  

Isn't my name magical? 
Nobody can see my name on me. 

My name is inside 

and all over me, unseen 

like other people also keep it. 

Isn't my name magical? 

My name is mine only. 

It tells I am individual, 

the one person it shakes 

when I'm wanted. 

Even if someone else answers 

for me, my message hangs in air 

haunting others, till it stops 

with me, the right name. 

Isn't your name and my name magic? 

If I'm with hundreds of people 

and my name gets called, 

my sound switches me on to answer 

like it was my human electricity. 

My name echoes across playground, 

It comes, it demands my attention. 

I have to find out who calls, 

who wants me for what. 

My name gets blurted out in class, 

it is terror, at a bad time, 

because somebody is cross. 

My name gets called in a whispher 

I am happy, because 

My name may have touched me 

with a loving voice. 

Isn't your name and my name magic? 

From Only One of Me.  

 

Once you have explored the different poems pick your favourite one and think 

why. What do you like about it? What questions do you have? Think of your own 

that represents you. It doesn’t need to rhyme. Think about how you will perform 

it. Write it up neatly with pictures. 



Read this: 

 



 

 

 

 



The Park  

Ajay was just about to tuck into his tea and toast dripping in 
sour rhubarb jam when there was a loud clatter from the 
letterbox as an important-looking brown envelope landed 
on the mat. ‘Bit early for the post isn’t it?’ Mum said. ‘Ooh, it 
says Special Delivery.’ Mum opened it, and unfolded the 
letter. 

Joe knew instantly that something was wrong. He could 
see it on Mum’s face. ‘What is it, Mum?’ Joe asked. 

‘Yeah, Mrs P, what’s happened?’ Ajay asked too. 

‘It’s the park… they’ve shut it down.’ 

For a second no one said a word. Joe and Ajay looked at 
each other, then back at Joe’s mum. Her face was pale, her 
jaw dropped open. She stared at the letter, her eyes watery 
and ready to spill over with tears. 

‘Shut the park!’ Joe said furiously. ‘They can’t do that, it’s… 
it’s the park!!’ 

‘Yeah, everyone loves that place!’ Ajay joined in. 

‘You boys best get to school, or you’ll be late,’ said Mum, 
her voice all shaky. 

‘But what about…?’ Joe started to say. 

‘You leave that to me, I don’t want you worrying.’ Mum tried 
to smile, but it didn’t reach her eyes. If she was trying to 
reassure Joe, it wasn’t working. He knew his mum needed 
that job – how else was she supposed to put sweet-and-
sour spaghetti on the table? 

‘Don’t worry, Mum, I’ll… I’ll think of something.’ 

Joe’s mum just nodded, turning away to wipe her eyes. 

Joe and Ajay grabbed their bags and reluctantly headed out of the door. Neither of them 
said anything for what seemed like ages. 

‘You all right, man?’ Ajay asked, breaking the silence. 

‘I don’t know… I can’t believe they’ve closed the park. I mean, why?!’ Joe said in 
disbelief. 

‘Dunno,’ Ajay shrugged. ‘But I know a man who might,’ he said, pointing down the 
road. 

As they turned the corner at the top of Joe’s street they saw a man in the distance. He 
had a ladder and toolbox and was busy hammering a sign into the park gates. This 
made Joe’s blood boil. If Mum had been there she would have given him what for – no 
one hammers anything into anything without her say-so first. 

‘Oi!’ Ajay yelled, ‘what are you doing?’ 

Joe read the sign: ‘Under development.’ 

 



‘What’s going on?’ Joe asked. ‘Why have you closed the park?’ 

The man stopped what he was doing and shrugged. ‘They don’t tell me anything, 
I’m just the bloke who hammers things.’ 

Joe read the rest of the sign: 

  

Underneath the notice was a drawing of a posh building, tall and made of glass. 
It had pictures of smiling people chatting and drinking coffee outside. Joe and 
Ajay looked through the park gates and could already see diggers moving in, 
ready to tear the playground apart. 

‘This can’t be happening,’ Joe muttered, blinking back the tears. This was the 
place where he and Ajay hung out. Where they used to plot how they were going 
to become mega rich, and plan what to do if the world got taken over by 
zombies. This was the place where Joe and Ajay used to play football – or rather 
where Ajay would kick the ball and Joe would try to get out of the way of it before 
it hit him in the face. And now it was going to be turned into flats! Why wasn’t 
anyone stopping this? 

 

1.      What is Ajay doing when the post arrives? 

___________________________________________________________
___ 

1 mark 

2.      How does Joe know that the letter contains bad news before his mum tells 
him what it says? 

___________________________________________________________
___ 

1 mark 

3.      What does the letter in the brown envelope tell Joe’s mother? 



___________________________________________________________
___ 

1 mark 

4.      Look at page 1. 

Find and copy one word which shows that Joe is angry. 

____________________________________ 
1 mark 

5.      Look at page 1. 

In Ajay’s opinion, how do people feel about the park? 

___________________________________________________________
___ 

1 mark 

6.      Look at the paragraph beginning: ‘You boys best get to school...’ to the end 
of page 1. 

‘But what about...?’ Joe started to say. 

Which words would best complete Joe’s question? 
  

  Tick one. 

your breakfast 
 

our games 
 

your job 
 

our homework 
 

1 mark 

7.      What is Joe’s mother thinking after she reads the letter? 

Tick one thought. 



 
1 mark 

8.      If she was trying to reassure Joe, it wasn’t working. 

What does reassure mean in this sentence? 

___________________________________________________________
___ 

1 mark 

9.      Look at the paragraph at the top of page 2. 

Find and copy one word that shows the boys do not want to leave the 
house. 

____________________________________ 
1 mark 

10.    Oi!’ Ajay yelled, ‘what are you doing?’ 

Joe read the sign: ‘Under development.’ 

‘What’s going on?’ Joe asked. ‘Why have you closed the park?’ 

Joe and Ajay react differently to seeing the man hammering in the sign. 

How does Joe react? 
  

  Tick one. 

He is calmer. 
 

He is ruder. 
 



He is less interested. 
 

He is less worried. 
 

1 mark 

11.    Look at the sign from the story. 

Who has produced the sign? 

___________________________________________________________
___ 

1 mark 

12.    Look at the paragraph beginning: Underneath the notice was a… to the 
end of page 2. 

What is happening inside the park straight after Joe and Ajay have read 
the sign? 

___________________________________________________________
___ 

1 mark 

13.    Using information from the text, tick one box in each row to show whether 
each statement is true or false. 

  

  True False 

The park has been looked after by a park warden.     

The park is going to be replaced with a shopping 
centre. 

    

Building work in the park will start at the end of July.     

The warden had two weeks’ notice of the park’s 
closure. 

    

2 marks 

 

 

 

 

 



Fact Sheet: About 
Bumblebees 

At the Bumblebee Conservation Trust, we are passionate about 
saving bees. 
Here is why. 

  

Save our bees 
Bumblebees are among the most loved 
and familiar of garden insects. The sight 
and sound of them buzzing from flower to 
flower is an essential part of summertime, 
but sadly these fat, furry little creatures 
are struggling to survive. 

 

At the time of writing, 24 bumblebee species are found in the UK, but 
unfortunately, in the last 80 years, two UK species have become extinct 
and others have declined sharply. In our modern world of paved gardens 
and intensive farming, our bumblebees find themselves hungry and 
homeless. The reason for this is simple and clearly visible: there are now 
far fewer flowers to provide bees with the pollen and nectar that they need 
to survive. But all is not lost – you can take action today to help save 
these hardworking pollinators. This fact sheet explains how. 

What’s so different about the bumblebee? 
To most people, bees are instantly recognisable but there are distinct 
differences between the appearance and lives of bumblebees and 
honeybees. Bumblebees are larger and hairier than their cousins which 
makes them perfectly suited for colder climates. Bumblebee nests are 
small and they do not store large quantities of honey, so their extra furry 
coat allows them to venture out on cold days to collect pollen and nectar 
when honeybees stay inside. 

Don’t 'bee' confused 
Don’t confuse bumblebees with wasps. Bumblebees do not swarm and 
are not aggressive. Only female bumblebees can sting and they will only 
do so if they feel very threatened. Bumblebees will never interrupt your 
picnic or steal your sandwiches! 

  



 

Buzz pollination 
Only bumblebees are capable of buzz 
pollination. This is when the bee grabs the 
flower and produces a high-pitched buzz. 
This releases pollen that would otherwise 
stay trapped inside. Key ingredients in our 
diet such as tomatoes are pollinated in this 
way. Many other common foods such as 
beans and peas would also be harder to 
produce and much more expensive without 
British bumblebees. 

Did you know that bumblebees have smelly feet? 
Well they do and they're quite useful! After feeding, they leave a scent on 
the flower which lets other bumblebees know to avoid wasting energy 
landing – the flower will contain very little nectar or pollen. 

Things you can do to help 
Bumblebees help pollinate plants in more than one million acres of British 
gardens and the flowers they find can be a lifeline for them. No matter 
how small your garden, you can help to save the sound of summer by 
providing lots of bee-friendly flowers throughout the year. By 'bee-friendly' 
we mean flowers that are rich in pollen and nectar. Many ornamental 
plants that are commonly found in British gardens, such as pansies and 
begonias, are of no value to wildlife. These decorative and colourful 
flowers often produce little pollen or nectar. However, there are hundreds 
of beautiful flowers that do offer these rewards, including foxgloves, 
lavender, geraniums, herbs and wild roses that you can add to your 
garden. 

Why not try planting these? 

  
  



Energy drink for bees 
If you find a stranded or sleepy 
bumblebee, you can help to boost its 
energy levels with a simple sugar and 
water mix. Mix equal parts white sugar 
and warm water then pour into a small 
container or sponge. Place both the 
bee and the artificial nectar near to 
some flowers. 

 

Act now 

You can also help by supporting our work to conserve bumblebee habitats 
and raise public awareness. There are various ways to show your support 
including volunteering, fundraising and becoming a member of the 
Bumblebee Conservation Trust. For more information on all of the above, 
including access to our Bee Kind gardening web page, 
visit: www.bumblebeeconservation.org 

 

1.      What is the name of the organisation that produced this fact sheet about 
bumblebees? 

___________________________________________________________
___ 

1 mark 

2.      Look at the section headed: Save our bees. 

Complete the table below with one piece of evidence from the leaflet to 
support each statement. 

  

  Evidence 

The Bumblebee Conservation 
Trust is worried about bees. 

  

The leaflet makes readers feel 
hopeful for bumblebees. 

  

2 marks 

3.      In our modern world of paved gardens and intensive farming, our 
bumblebees find themselves hungry and homeless. 

This suggests that… 
  

  Tick one. 



farming has helped bees. 
 

paved gardens are attractive. 
 

bees are good at finding their way. 
 

bees have only started struggling 
recently. 

 

1 mark 

4.      Look at the section headed: What’s so different about the bumblebee? 

The text refers to the bumblebees’ cousins. 

Who are their cousins? 

____________________________________ 
1 mark 

5.      Which section of the leaflet is written to inform readers that they are 
unlikely to be stung by bumblebees? 

Write the name of the section: 

___________________________________________________________
___ 

1 mark 

6.      In what way is buzz pollination more useful than other forms of pollination? 

___________________________________________________________
___ 

___________________________________________________________
___ 

1 mark 

7.      Look at page 2. 

Why is it important for bumblebees to leave a smelly scent on some 
flowers? 

  

  Tick one. 



so that others avoid it 
 

because it smells better than nectar 
 

so others know it has pollen 
 

because bees give flowers their scent 
 

1 mark 

8.      Look at the section headed: Things you can do to help. 

Find and copy one word that shows how essential flowers are to bees. 

____________________________________ 
1 mark 

9.      Look at page 2. 

(a)  Tick one box in each row to show whether each of the following 
flowers is bee-friendly or not bee-friendly. 

  

  Bee-friendly Not bee-friendly 

lavender     

pansy     

herbs     

wild rose     

1 mark 

(b)  Explain why the flowers that are not bee-friendly do not attract bees. 

_______________________________________________________
_______ 

_______________________________________________________
_______ 

1 mark 

10.    Look at the section headed: Energy drink for bees. 

These instructions suggest that the reader… 



  

  Tick one. 

enjoys preparing food. 
 

has lots of energy. 
 

is willing to handle bees. 
 

is skilled at gardening. 
 

1 mark 

11.    Using information from the text, tick one box in each row to show whether 
each statement is true or false. 

  

  True False 

Wasps can be aggressive.     

Male bumblebees sometimes sting.     

Bumblebees only go outside when it is warm.     

You need a big garden to help bumblebees.     

2 marks 

12.    Look at the whole text. 

Complete the table below to show what the text says you can do to help 
bumblebees. 

  

Help for all bumblebees Help for a weak bumblebee 

1. ________________________ 

   ________________________ 

2. ________________________ 

   ________________________ 

1. ________________________ 

  ________________________ 

2 marks 



13.    Give one example of the use of humour in the fact sheet. 

___________________________________________________________
___ 

1 mark 

14.    Bumblebees are very important to the human race. 

Give two ways they are important. 

1. _________________________________________________________
___ 

2. _________________________________________________________
___ 

2 marks 

 

 

  

Panda bears are very popular animals, partly because of their unusual 
appearance and partly because there is something mysterious and 
fascinating about them. However, their numbers are falling. It is thought 
that only around 1600 giant pandas still survive in the wild. 

  

Giant pandas have the same type of body shape as other bears. They 
have thick black and white fur, which some scientists think may be to 
disguise them in the snowy and rocky surroundings where they live. An 
adult can grow up to 1.5 metres and weigh up to 150 kilograms. They 
might look cute but they have razor-like claws. They also have powerful 
jaws for crushing and grinding bamboo! 



  

Giant pandas in the wild live on mountainous slopes in western China. 
Their habitat is densely populated with fir trees and bamboo. It is the 
forests in these mountains that attract the panda as bamboo is their 
favourite food. 

  

In the wild, their main diet is bamboo. To survive, they need to eat for 
most of the day. In fact, they eat 15 to 30 kilograms of food every day and 
spend 10 to 16 hours feeding. In zoos, they have a specially prepared diet 
of bamboo, eggs, fish and honey. 

  

Newborn cubs weigh around 150 grams (about the weight of an apple) 
and are all white at birth. The black spots develop after about a month. 
They begin eating bamboo at six months and weigh 31 to 36 kilograms at 
the end of the first year. Cubs stay with their mother for two to three years, 
reach maturity at five to seven years and live in the wild for about 25 
years. 

  

•   Giant panda bears have to eat every day which means, unlike other 
bears, they cannot hibernate in the winter. 

•   Giant pandas’ bodies are able to digest meat but they rarely eat it. 
•   Until recently, scientists thought that pandas spent most of their 

lives alone, but new studies show that small groups of pandas can 
share a large territory. 



Why are people concerned about the giant panda? 

Many people fear that giant pandas will become extinct as only a few are 
born in the wild each year and they do not always survive. Bamboo 
supplies are diminishing in panda habitats, cutting off a vital food supply. 
In addition, poaching and humans moving into the pandas’ territory have 
also reduced their numbers. 

There are very few pandas in zoos, although this is changing. Where 
there are pandas in captivity, important programmes are in place to try to 
increase their numbers and find out more about these puzzling creatures. 

How can people help? 

There are projects where people are invited to ‘adopt a panda’. The 
money goes towards researching, protecting and monitoring them. It also 
goes towards supporting them in the wild. 

  

What about the 

future? 

In two of China’s main 
research centres, 19 cubs 
have been born. There are 
now over 300 pandas in 
captivity and the next 
challenge is to return them to 
the wild. The Chinese 
government has created 50 
panda reserves to continue 
the work. 

 

Did you know? 

In China, the panda is a symbol of peace. 

The Chinese word for panda is ‘Xiongmao’ (giant cat bear) because a 
panda’s eyes are shaped like a cat’s. Over the centuries, pandas have 
also been called ‘spotted bear’ and ‘black and white bear’. 

 



1.      According to the text, approximately how many giant pandas currently live 
in the wild? 

____________________________________ 
1 mark 

2.      According to some scientists, how does giant pandas’ fur help them to 
survive in the wild? 

___________________________________________________________
___ 

1 mark 

3.      Look at page 1. 

Pandas can grow up to 1.5 metres and weigh up to 150 kilograms. 

What else in the text tells us that giant pandas could be dangerous 
animals? 

___________________________________________________________
___ 

1 mark 

4.      Look at page 1. 

According to the text, what do pandas spend the majority of their time 
doing? 

___________________________________________________________
___ 

1 mark 

5.      Number these facts about the life of the giant panda cub from 1-5 in the 
order in which they happen. 

The first one has been done for you. 
  

A cub eats bamboo for the first time. 
 

A cub leaves its mother. 
 

A cub develops black spots. 
 

A cub weighs 31 to 36 kilograms. 
 



A cub weighs about the same as an apple. 
 

1 mark 

6.      Look at page 1. 

According to the text, give one way that giant pandas are… 

(a)  similar to other bears. 

_______________________________________________________
__ 

1 mark 

(b)  different from other bears. 

_______________________________________________________
__ 

1 mark 

7.      Look at the section headed: Other interesting facts. 

Complete the sentence below. 

Recent studies show that… 
  

  Tick one. 

giant pandas always spend most of their lives alone. 
 

most giant pandas live in captivity. 
 

giant pandas only live in the wild in China. 
 

some giant pandas live in the same area. 
 

1 mark 

8.      Look at the section headed: Why are people concerned about the giant 
panda? 

Find and copy one word which shows that there are lots of things we do 
not yet know about giant pandas. 

____________________________________ 



1 mark 

9.      … cutting off a vital food supply. 

What does the word vital mean in this sentence? 
  

  Tick one. 

essential 
 

available 
 

useful 
 

healthy 
 

1 mark 

10.    According to the text, why are giant pandas under threat of extinction? 

Give two reasons. 

1. _________________________________________________________
___ 

2. _________________________________________________________
___ 

2 marks 

11.    According to the text, how are people trying to help giant pandas survive? 

___________________________________________________________
___ 

1 mark 

12.    Look at the section headed: What about the future? 

Find and copy one word that shows that helping the giant panda is not 
easy. 

____________________________________ 
1 mark 

13.    Look at page 2. 



What is one name that pandas have been called in the past because of 
their fur? 

___________________________________________________________
___ 

1 mark 

14.    Which statement is the best summary for the whole of page 2? 
  

  Tick one. 

How the giant panda first got its name. 
 

How charities raise money for giant pandas. 
 

How people are working to save giant pandas. 
 

How giant pandas’ territory is changing. 
 

1 mark 

15.    Using information from the text, tick one box in each row to show whether 
each statement is a fact or an opinion. 

  

  Fact Opinion 

Giant pandas are fascinating animals.     

Giant pandas’ main food in the wild is bamboo.     

Giant panda cubs weigh about 150g when born.     

1 mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grammar and spelling  

Q2. 

Tick the sentence that must end with a question mark. 

    Tick one. 

The teacher asked them what they 
were doing  

I wonder what time the next train 
arrives  

Did she play tennis on your team 
last year  

He asked if he could use my pen 
 

1 mark 

Q3. 

What kind of clause is underlined in the sentence below? 

If they could afford to, the ancient Romans ate well. 

____________________________________ 

1 mark 

Q4. 

What does the prefix multi- mean in the words multicultural, 
multipurpose and multicoloured? 

    Tick one. 

some 
 

few 
 

all 
 

many 
 

1 mark 



Q5. 

Draw a line to match each word to the correct suffix. 
Use each suffix only once. 

  

1 mark 

Q6. 

Circle the correct word in each box to complete the sentences 
in Standard English. 

  

Pass me 
them 

those 
cartons, please. 

  

You sang that song very 
good. 

well. 
  

  

We always 
did 

done 
our homework on time. 

1 mark 

Q7. Tick one box in each row to show whether the sentence is 



a question or a command. 

  

Sentence Question Command 

Do your stretches before you 
exercise 

    

Do you prefer tennis or cricket     

Do the boys always go running in 
the morning 

    

Do take some water with you to 
football practice 

    

1 mark 

Q9. 

Which sentence must not end with an exclamation mark? 

    Tick one. 

You really must wear a coat 
 

What a dreadful day I had 
 

What is the temperature now 
 

The wind is very strong today 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Writing ideas 

Tick once completed.  

Write a letter to a friend or relative ____ 

Write a shopping list ____ 

Write a summer poem ____ 

 

Write a newspaper report about a recent event ____ 

Write a song and perform it _____ 

Write your own story about a hero and a villain _____ 

Write a biography about your favourite celebrity _____  

Write a diary entry about your time in lockdown ______ 

Write a list of things you want to do once we are back at school ____ 

Write a fact file about your favourite animal _____ 

Write up a science experiment e.g. how many wild animals/birds enter your 

garden. Write a prediction, and how you are going to investigate etc. ____ 

Write a rhyming poem _____ 

Write a list poem _____ 

Write a story set in a different country ____ 

Practise your handwriting _____ 

Write a birthday card, thank you card _____ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Liam the Park Keeper 
  

Meet Liam the park keeper 

 
Liam the park keeper 

Do you like being out in the open air? 
Liam does! He works as a park keeper, 
which means he is outside all day long. 
He can listen to the birds and look at the 
beautiful trees and plants. 

Liam has to keep his areas of the park looking their best for 
visitors, especially the rose garden. It’s a very demanding job, 
but Liam enjoys it. 

  
This is the park where Liam works. 

Liam’s daily tasks depend on the weather and the time of year. 
  



His main tasks include: 

•   clearing away dead plants 

•   getting rid of weeds 

•   digging the soil 

•   putting in new plants 

•   keeping bugs under control 

•   cutting shrubs and clipping 
hedges 

•   raking up leaves 

•   cutting the grass. 

 
Raking up leaves 

 
Bulbs ready for planting 

  
Liam puts in new plants. 

Through the seasons 



  

Liam’s jobs change throughout the seasons. 

Liam’s jobs change throughout the year. Spring is the time to 
care for the lawn and old flower beds. Flowers are planted in 
spring ready for summer. From spring until autumn, the grass 
needs to be cut once a week. 

During summer, Liam’s main job is keeping the displays looking 
their best. Flower beds are watered every day and weeded. As 
the flowers fade, Liam cuts away the old parts. 

In autumn, Liam plants bulbs ready for spring. He collects fallen 
leaves and gives the lawn some well-needed treatment. 

In winter, he digs over the empty flower beds to keep the soil in 
good condition. He also creates new beds. The winter frost 
helps to break up the soil. 

What Liam likes about his job 

For Liam, the very best part of being a park keeper is being 
outside. Liam likes being outside and being active. He would 
feel very restless if he had to sit at a desk all day. Gardening 
keeps him fit, too. 



Liam likes planting things and watching them grow. Every day, 
he sees how the park’s visitors enjoy the gardens, and this 
gives him a real sense of achievement. He also likes being able 
to enjoy the park quietly in his spare time. 

Liam enjoys time with the other park keepers. They do many 
jobs as a team, and Liam likes being able to talk to the others 
while he works. 

  
Liam works with the other park keepers. 

What Liam doesn’t like about his job 

The weather can make Liam’s job much harder. There’s snow 
and ice in winter, and it rains most of the year round. Liam likes 
his job least in the middle of summer, when it can be almost too 
hot to do anything. 

Another problem is that it can be dirty work. It’s easy to get cuts 
and scratches from the roses and other plants, and there are 
itchy insect bites to worry about in the summer. 



  
It can be dirty work. 

 

Questions about Liam the Park Keeper 

(page 1) 

1     Liam works… 
  

  Tick one. 

outside all of the time. 
 

at a desk when it is cold outside. 
 

outside when it is sunny. 
 

at a desk all of the time. 
 

(page 1) 

2     Which area of the park does Liam keep particularly nice for 
visitors? 



______________________________ 

(page 1) 

3     Look at page 1. 

Liam can find his work difficult. 

Find and copy one word that tells you that Liam’s work is 
difficult. 

______________________________ 

(page 2) 

4     Look at page 2. 

Liam’s daily tasks can change. What two things can make 
his tasks change? 

Tick two. 
  

the team 
 

the trees 
 

the visitors 
 

the weather 
 

the season 
 

    

(page 3) 

5     As the flowers fade... 

This means that the flowers… 
  

  Tick one. 

turn into weeds. 
 

become brighter in colour. 
 



begin to die away. 
 

are ready for planting. 
 

(page 3) 

6     What does the winter frost help to do? 

___________________________________________________________
___ 

(page 4) 

7     Look at page 4. 

Being a park keeper is a good job for Liam. Why? 

___________________________________________________________
___ 

___________________________________________________________
___ 

(page 4) 

8     Look at page 4. 

What makes Liam feel proud and gives him a real sense of 
achievement? 

  

  Tick one. 

keeping fit and active 
 

watching the shrubs and plants grow 
 

working as a team with the other park keepers 
 

watching visitors enjoy the gardens 
 



(pages 1-5) 

9     Put ticks in the table to show which sentences are true and 
which are false. 

  

Sentence True False 

Liam does the same jobs every day.     

Liam always works alone.     

Liam sometimes cuts the grass and 
the bushes. 

    

Liam’s work is often dirty.     

 

 

 

Dora the Storer 

Dora liked things. She didn’t go out looking but somehow she 
always spotted them, lost or thrown away, just the very things 
she knew would come in useful one day. 

Birdcages and bookcases, bicycles and balls, Dora found and 
kept them all. The one thing that Dora did not have was space. 

Dora had no space to put things. Dora had no space to cook 
things. Dora had no space to sit or eat. 

“I must find more space,” she said, as she clambered carefully 
out of bed. 

Later that morning, a slip of paper squeezed in through the 
letter box. Dora finally found her glasses and this is what she 
read: 



  
  

Dora rushed around the 
house gathering up things she 
did not want. “I must be 
generous,” she said. “I must 
take everything. It is for a very 
good cause.” 

 

Dora pushed her pram to and 
from the jumble sale hall. But 
as time went on, it got harder 
and harder to part with her 
precious finds. She could not 
help sniffing when she said 
goodbye to the bicycles and 
she cried as she wheeled 
away the lampshade. 

Dora was exhausted when she got home. But when she looked 
around her house, she was pleased to see that there was so 
much space. There was also a lovely carpet on the floor that 
she hadn’t seen for years. 



But all that night, Dora couldn’t get to sleep. She lay in the 
empty darkness thinking of all her precious things. She was 
sure they must be feeling unloved and unwanted. She could 
almost hear them calling to her, ‘Come back and save us!’ 

  

 

When the sun came up, 
Dora dressed quickly 
and raced up to the hall. 
She could see her things 
through the window, 
waiting to be sold. 

“I’ll get them back,” said 
Dora, “if I have to buy 
them all. At least I’m the 
first in the line.” 

Six hours later, Dora was still waiting. “Hello,” said a voice. 
“Have you been here long?” 

Dora turned to see a woman with a little boy smiling up at her. 

“I want to look too,” said the boy, so Dora lifted him up. 

“Ooh, Mum!” he shouted. “There’s a bike in there.” 

Then an old man hurried up and peered in through the window 
too. “Look at that lampshade!” he cried. “Just what I always 
wanted.” 

More and more people joined the line and peeped in through 
the window. They all saw things they wanted. “How useful! How 
beautiful!” they cried. 

Dora said nothing, but she began to smile. 



When the doors were opened and everyone rushed in, Dora 
was the first inside – but she didn’t buy a thing. 

She just watched and smiled as all her things were sold, and 
proudly pushed and carried off to their new homes. 

 

 

Questions about Dora the Storer 

(page 1) 

1     Look at the beginning of the story. 

What was different about Dora’s things? 
  

  Tick one. 

She bought them in the shop. 
 

Someone gave them to her. 
 

She made them herself. 
 

They had been thrown away. 
 



(page 1) 

2     What sort of things did Dora choose to collect? 
  

  Tick one. 

expensive things 
 

colourful things 
 

things that might be useful 
 

things that she could sell 
 

(page 1) 

3     It was difficult to get the piece of paper through Dora’s 
letter box. 

Find and copy one word that tells you this. 

______________________________ 

(pages 1-2) 

4     Why did Dora want to give things to the jumble sale? 

Write two reasons. 

1. 
___________________________________________________________
_ 

___________________________________________________________
___ 

2. 
___________________________________________________________
_ 



___________________________________________________________
___ 

(page 2) 

5     Dora cried as she pushed her pram away for the last time. 

Why was she sad? 

___________________________________________________________
___ 

___________________________________________________________
___ 

(page 2) 

6     During the night, Dora decided to… 
  

  Tick one. 

bring back everything she had taken to the 
jumble sale. 

 

go to the jumble sale to buy new things. 
 

make sure her things were sold at the jumble 
sale. 

 

take even more things to the jumble sale. 
 

(page 2) 

7     Circle two words that show Dora was in a rush to get back 
to the hall the next morning. 

  

When the sun came up, Dora dressed quickly 

and raced up to the hall. She could see 

her things through the window, waiting to be 
sold. 



(page 3) 

8     The boy and the old man wanted to buy something at the 
jumble sale. 

The boy wanted to buy a 
___________________________. 

The old man wanted to buy a 
__________________________. 

(page 3) 

9     Why did Dora decide not to buy her things back? 
  

  Tick one. 

She thought that the jumble sale was too busy. 
 

She did not see anything she liked. 
 

She saw that other people wanted her things. 
 

She did not have enough money to buy her 
things back. 

 

 


