
 

Cedar Class, Year 4 Autumn Term 1 September – October 2020 

How are living things classified? 

Miss Elson and Miss Gibbs 

Welcome to Year 4! 

It is excellent to welcome you back to school after the 

summer. We have a lot of exciting things to learn about this 

year and Miss Elson and Miss Gibbs are looking forward to 

sharing this learning with you all.  

English 

This term we are looking at The 

Whale by Ethan and Vita 

Murrow. It is a wordless text 

which explores the ideas of 

friendship, teamwork and 

curiosity. The children will 

focus on the use of vocabulary 

in changing atmosphere and 

creating emotional, intellectual 

and imaginative effect. We will 

learn to use fronted adverbials 

and prepositions in writing 

setting descriptions. 

Later in the term we will focus 

on the purpose, structure and 

language features of newspaper 

reports. The children will 

analyse, plan and then write 

their own newspaper reports. 

 Throughout the term we will explore  

Curiosity 

Determination 

Joy 

Maths 

At the beginning of the term children 

will focus on place value. They will 

spend time on numbers to 1,000 to 

ensure they are secure on this 

knowledge before moving into 10,000. 

Children will use their knowledge to 

round numbers to the nearest 10, 100 

and 1000 before learning to count in 

25s. We will introduce negative 

numbers and Roman Numerals.  

Later in the term we will move on to 

focus on addition and subtraction. The 

children will solidify their ability to 

add and subtract any 2 and 3 digit 

numbers before moving into 4 digit 

numbers.  

Science 

This term the children will be looking at different 

environments in the world where living things are found. 

They will be introduced to classification keys and will use 

these to classify (group) a range of objects and then to 

classify living things by their characteristics.  

The children will collect data about living things in 

different areas of the school grounds. They will compare 

the living things in the northern and southern most parts 

of the British Isles and compare this to our location. The 

children will then present all this information in a series 

of classification keys as a guide to the living things 

around them. 

Religious Education 

This term we will be furthering our understanding of 

Judaism in exploring and answering the question ‘How do 

Jews demonstrate their faith through their 

communities?’ The children will find out about the stories 

and rules that Jews follow from in Torah and learn about 

the life journey of a Jew.   


