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Year 

R 

Term  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2  

Key Question  What makes a hero 

a hero?  

What is it like to 

live in a castle? 

Are all animals the 

same?  

Why are plants 

important? 

What lives in your 

garden? 

How can we keep our 

world healthy? 

Strands Courage 

Aspirational 

Independence  

Hopeful 

Curiosity  

Community 

Compassion 

Motivation 

Confidence 

Happy 

Determined 

Individuality  

Key Events 21st September: 

Autumn 

31st October: 

Halloween 

5th November: 

Bonfire Night 

11th November: 

Remembrance Day 

4th November: 

Diwali  

25th November: 

Thanks Giving 

1st December: 

Advent 

21st December: 

Winter 

25th December: 

Christmas 

26th December: St 

Stephen’s Day 

1st January: New 

Years Day 

25th January: 

Burns Night 

1st February: 

Chinese New Year 

14th February: 

Valentine’s Day 

1st March: Pancake 

Day 

1st March: St 

David’s Day 

8th March: 

International 

Women’s Day 

14th March: 

Mother’s Day 

17th March: St 

Patrick’s Day 

21st March: Spring  

1st April: April Fools 

15nd April: Good 

Friday 

17th April: Easter 

Sunday 

23rd April: St 

Georges Day  

 

21st April: 

Queen’s Birthday 

5th June: 

Environment day 

20th June: Father’s 

Day 

21st June: Summer  

13th July: Eid 

Mubarak  



31st December: 

New Years Eve  

Trips and 

Visitors 

Superhero fancy 

dress day 

Dentist/doctor 

visit 

HGV visit 

Ambulance station 

trip  

Fire engine visit 

PCSO visit  

NHS visit  

Pantomime  

 

Imagine That 

Chicks/Ducks 

 

Farm 

Zoo 

Forest School 

 

Beach school  

Zoo 

Blue Planet 

 

 

Steps 2 Read Superhero 
C&L: Learn new 

vocabulary 

C&L: Engage in 

storytimes 

C&L: Listen to and talk 

about stories to build 

familiarity and 

understanding  

C&L: Engage in non-

fiction books 

C&L: Listen to and talk 

about selected non-

fiction to develop a 

deep familiarity with 

new knowledge and 

vocabulary 

Traditional Tales 
C&L: Learn new 

vocabulary 

C&L: Engage in 

storytimes 

C&L: Listen to and talk 

about stories to build 

familiarity and 

understanding  

C&L: Engage in non-

fiction books 

C&L: Listen to and talk 

about selected non-

fiction to develop a 

deep familiarity with 

new knowledge and 

vocabulary 

Stars and Space 
C&L: Learn new 

vocabulary 

C&L: Engage in 

storytimes 

C&L: Listen to and 

talk about stories to 

build familiarity and 

understanding  

C&L: Engage in non-

fiction books 

C&L: Listen to and 

talk about selected 

non-fiction to develop 

a deep familiarity with 

new knowledge and 

vocabulary 

Growing 
C&L: Learn new 

vocabulary 

C&L: Engage in 

storytimes 

C&L: Listen to and talk 

about stories to build 

familiarity and 

understanding  

C&L: Engage in non-

fiction books 

C&L: Listen to and talk 

about selected non-

fiction to develop a 

deep familiarity with 

new knowledge and 

vocabulary 

Friendship and 

Animals 
C&L: Learn new 

vocabulary  
C&L: Engage in 

storytimes 

C&L: Listen to and 

talk about stories to 

build familiarity and 

understanding  

C&L: Engage in non-

fiction books 

C&L: Listen to and 

talk about selected 

non-fiction to 

develop a deep 

familiarity with new 

knowledge and 

vocabulary 

Seaside 
C&L: Learn new vocabulary 

C&L: Engage in storytimes 

C&L: Listen to and talk 

about stories to build 

familiarity and 

understanding  

C&L: Engage in non-fiction 

books 

C&L: Listen to and talk 

about selected non-fiction 

to develop a deep 

familiarity with new 

knowledge and vocabulary 

Read 2 Write Juniper Jupiter 
C&L: Use new 

vocabulary through the 

day 

Little Red 
C&L: Use new 

vocabulary through the 

day 

Star in the Jar 
C&L: Use new 

vocabulary through 

the day 

The Extraordinary 

Gardener 

The Something 
C&L: Use new 

vocabulary through 

the day 

Storm Whale 
C&L: Use new vocabulary 

through the day 



C&L: Retell the story, 

once they have 

developed a deep 

familiarity with the 

text; some as exact 

repetition and some in 

their own words  

L: Re-read these 

books to build up their 

confidence in word 

reading, their fluency 

and their 

understanding and 

enjoyment  

L: Write short 

sentences with words 

with known sound-

letter correspondences 

using a capital letter 

and full stop 

L: Re-read what they 

have written to check 

that it makes sense  

C&L: Retell the story, 

once they have 

developed a deep 

familiarity with the 

text; some as exact 

repetition and some in 

their own words  

L: Re-read these books 

to build up their 

confidence in word 

reading, their fluency 

and their understanding 

and enjoyment  

L: Write short 

sentences with words 

with known sound-letter 

correspondences using a 

capital letter and full 

stop 

L: Re-read what they 

have written to check 

that it makes sense  

C&L: Retell the story, 

once they have 

developed a deep 

familiarity with the 

text; some as exact 

repetition and some in 

their own words  

L: Re-read these 

books to build up their 

confidence in word 

reading, their fluency 

and their 

understanding and 

enjoyment  

L: Write short 

sentences with words 

with known sound-

letter correspondences 

using a capital letter 

and full stop 

L: Re-read what they 

have written to check 

that it makes sense  

C&L: Use new 

vocabulary through the 

day 

C&L: Retell the story, 

once they have 

developed a deep 

familiarity with the 

text; some as exact 

repetition and some in 

their own words 

L: Re-read these books 

to build up their 

confidence in word 

reading, their fluency 

and their understanding 

and enjoyment   

L: Write short 

sentences with words 

with known sound-letter 

correspondences using a 

capital letter and full 

stop 

L: Re-read what they 

have written to check 

that it makes sense  

C&L: Retell the 

story, once they 

have developed a 

deep familiarity with 

the text; some as 

exact repetition and 

some in their own 

words  

L: Re-read these 

books to build up 

their confidence in 

word reading, their 

fluency and their 

understanding and 

enjoyment  

L: Write short 

sentences with words 

with known sound-

letter 

correspondences 

using a capital letter 

and full stop 

L: Re-read what 

they have written to 

check that it makes 

sense  

C&L: Retell the story, 

once they have developed 

a deep familiarity with the 

text; some as exact 

repetition and some in 

their own words  

L: Re-read these books to 

build up their confidence 

in word reading, their 

fluency and their 

understanding and 

enjoyment  

L: Write short sentences 

with words with known 

sound-letter 

correspondences using a 

capital letter and full stop 

L: Re-read what they 

have written to check that 

it makes sense  

Phonics  Set 1  

20 Minutes 

Whole Class 

October = Know 

most of Set 1 and 

begin to blend (Set 

1B) 

PD: Develop the 

foundations of a 

handwriting style which 

is fast, accurate and 

efficient 

Set 1 

20 Minutes 

Whole Class 

December = Know 

Set 1 and blending 

(Set 1C) 

PD: Develop the 

foundations of a 

handwriting style which 

is fast, accurate and 

efficient 

Groups  

30 Minutes 

February = Ditties 

PD: Develop the 

foundations of a 

handwriting style 

which is fast, 

accurate and efficient  

L: Read some letter 

groups that each 

represent one sound 

and say sounds for 

them 

Groups  

30 Minutes 

April = Red 

PD: Develop the 

foundations of a 

handwriting style which 

is fast, accurate and 

efficient 

L: Read some letter 

groups that each 

represent one sound and 

say sounds for them 

Groups  

40 Minutes 

May = Green 

PD: Develop the 

foundations of a 

handwriting style 

which is fast, 

accurate and 

efficient 

L: Read some letter 

groups that each 

represent one sound 

Groups  

40 Minutes  

July = Green/Purple 

PD: Develop the 

foundations of a 

handwriting style which is 

fast, accurate and 

efficient  

L: Read some letter 

groups that each 

represent one sound and 

say sounds for them 



L: Read individual 

letters by saying the 

sounds for them 

L: Read individual 

letters by saying the 

sounds for them 

L: Blend sounds into 

words, so that they can 

read short words made 

up of known letter-

sound correspondences 

L: Read some letter 

groups that each 

represent one sound and 

say sounds for them 

 

L: Read a few common 

exception words 

matched to the 

school’s phonic 

programme 

L: Read simple phrases 

and sentences made up 

of words with known 

letter-sound 

correspondences and, 

where necessary, a few 

exception words  

L: Spell words by 

identifying the sounds 

and then writing the 

sound with letter(s) 

and say sounds for 

them 

L: Form lower-case 

and capital letters 

correctly  

L: Spell words by 

identifying the 

sounds and then 

writing the sound 

with letter(s) 

L: Form lower-case and 

capital letters correctly 

L: Write short sentences 

with words with known 

sound-letter 

correspondences using a 

capital letter and full stop  

Maths Numbers 0 to 5 
M: Count objects, 

actions and sounds 

M: Subitise 

M: Link the number 

symbol (numeral) with 

its cardinal number 

value 

M: Compare numbers 

M: Understand the one 

more than/one less 

than relationship 

between consecutive 

numbers 

M: Select, rotate and 

manipulate shapes in 

order to develop 

spatial reasoning skills 

M: Continue, copy and 

create repeating 

patterns  

Numbers 0 to 5 
M: Count objects, 

actions and sounds 

M: Subitise 

M: Link the number 

symbol (numeral) with 

its cardinal number 

value 

M: Compare numbers 

M: Understand the one 

more than/one less than 

relationship between 

consecutive numbers 

M: Select, rotate and 

manipulate shapes in 

order to develop spatial 

reasoning skills 

M: Continue, copy and 

create repeating 

patterns  

Numbers 0 to 10 
M: Count objects, 

actions and sounds 

M: Subitise 

M: Link the number 

symbol (numeral) with 

its cardinal number 

value 

M: Compare numbers 

M: Understand the 

one more than/one 

less than relationship 

between consecutive 

numbers 

M: Explore the 

composition of 

numbers to 10 

M: Compose and 

decompose shapes so 

that children recognise 

a shape can have 

Numbers 0 to 10 
M: Count objects, 

actions and sounds 

M: Subitise 

M: Link the number 

symbol (numeral) with 

its cardinal number 

value 

M: Compare numbers 

M: Understand the one 

more than/one less than 

relationship between 

consecutive numbers 

M: Explore the 

composition of numbers 

to 10 

M: Automatically recall 

number bonds for 

numbers 0-10 

M: Compare length, 

weight and capacity 

Numbers Above 

10 
M: Count objects, 

actions and sounds 

M: Subitise 

M: Link the number 

symbol (numeral) with 

its cardinal number 

value 

M: Count beyond 10 

M: Compare numbers 

Numbers Above 10 
M: Count objects, actions 

and sounds 

M: Subitise 

M: Link the number symbol 

(numeral) with its cardinal 

number value 

M: Count beyond 10 

M: Compare numbers 



M: Compare length, 

weight and capacity 

other shapes within it, 

just as numbers can 

M: Compare length, 

weight and capacity 

PSED  Talking About 

Their Families 
PSED: Build 

constructive and 

respectful relationships 

UTW: Talk about 

members of their 

immediate family and 

community  

UTW: Name and 

describe people who 

are familiar to them 

Likes and Dislikes 
PSED: See themselves 

as a valuable individual 

Different Jobs 
UTW: Recognise some 

similarities and 

differences between 

life in this country 

and life in other 

countries 

Emotions 
PSED: Express their 

feelings and consider 

the feelings of others  

PSED: Identify and 

moderate their own 

feelings socially and 

emotionally 

Thinking of 

Others 
PSED: See 

themselves as a 

valuable individual 

PSED: Think about 

the perspectives of  

others 

Healthy Eating 
PSED: Manage their own 

needs  

PD: Know and talk about 

the different factors that 

support their overall 

health and well-being 

(regular physical eating, 

healthy eating, 

toothbrushing, sensible 

amounts of screen time, 

having a good sleep 

routine, being a safe 

pedestrian) 

C&L Circle Time 
C&L: Understand how 

to listen carefully and 

why listening is 

important 

PD: Further develop 

the skills they need to 

manage the school day 

successfully (lining up 

and queueing, 

mealtimes, personal 

hygiene) 

Listening Games 
C&L: Understand how to 

listen carefully and why 

listening is important 

Nursery Rhymes 
C&L: Listen carefully 

to rhymes and songs, 

paying attention to 

how they sound 

Problem Solving 
C&L: Use talk to help 

work out problems and 

organise thinking and 

activities, and to 

explain how things work 

and why they might 

happen 

Learning 

Behaviours 
C&L: Articulate their 

ideas and thoughts in 

well-formed 

sentences  

PSED: Show 

resilience and 

perseverance in the 

face of change 

Story Telling 
C&L: Listen to and talk 

about stories ro build 

familiarity and 

understanding  

PD (PE) Locomotion: 

Walking and 

Jumping 
PD: Revise and refine 

the fundamental 

movement skills they 

have already acquired 

(rolling, crawling, 

walking, jumping, 

Ball Skills: Hands 1 
PD: Further develop and 

refine a range of ball 

skills including throwing, 

catching, kicking, 

passing, batting and 

aiming 

PD: Develop confidence, 

competence, precision 

and accuracy when 

Gymnastics: High, 

Low, Over, Under 
PD: Progress towards 

a more fluent style of 

moving, with 

developing control and 

grace 

PD: Develop the 

overall body strength, 

Dance: Nursery 

Rhymes 
PD: Develop the overall 

body strength, co-

ordination, balance and 

agility needed to engage 

successfully with future 

physical education 

sessions and other 

physical disciplines 

Ball Skills: Feet 1 
PD: Further develop 

and refine a range of 

ball skills including 

throwing, catching, 

kicking, passing, 

batting and aiming 

PD: Develop 

confidence, 

competence, 

Games for 

Understanding: 

Attack v Defence  
PD: Develop the overall 

body strength, co-

ordination, balance and 

agility needed to engage 

successfully with future 

physical education sessions 

and other physical 



running, hopping, 

skipping, climbing) 
engaging in activities 

that involve a ball 

co-ordination, balance 

and agility needed to 

engage successfully 

with future physical 

education sessions and 

other physical 

disciplines including 

dance, gymnastics, 

sport and swimming 

PD: Confidently and 

safely use a range of 

large and small 

apparatus indoors and 

outside, alone and in a 

group 

PD: Develop overall 

body strength, 

balance, co-ordination 

and agility 

including dance, 

gymnastics, sport and 

swimming 

PD: Combine different 

movements with ease 

and fluency 

precision and 

accuracy when 

engaging in activities 

that involve a ball 

 

disciplines including dance, 

gymnastics, sport and 

swimming 

 

UTW 

(Science) 

Floating and 

Sinking 
C&L: Ask questions to 

find out more and to 

check they understand 

what has been said to 

them 

C&L: Use talk to help 

work out problems and 

organise thinking and 

activities, and to 

explain how things 

work and why they 

might happen 

Changing Seasons 
C&L: Ask questions to 

find out more and to 

check they understand 

what has been said to 

them 

UTW: Explore the 

natural world around 

them 

UTW: Describe what 

they see, hear and feel 

whilst outside  

UTW: Understand the 

effect of changing 

seasons on the natural 

world around them 

Life Cycles of a 

Chick 
C&L: Ask questions to 

find out more and to 

check they understand 

what has been said to 

them 

Plants 
C&L: Ask questions to 

find out more and to 

check they understand 

what has been said to 

them 

UTW: Explore the 

natural world around 

them 

Human Body 
C&L: Ask questions 

to find out more and 

to check they 

understand what has 

been said to them 

Planets and Space 
C&L: Ask questions to find 

out more and to check 

they understand what has 

been said to them 

UTW 

(History) 

Dinosaurs 
UTW: Comment on 

images of familiar 

situations in the past  

Remembrance Day 
C&L: Describe events in 

some detail 

UTW: Compare and 

contrast characters 

from stories, including 

figures from the past 

Neil Armstrong 
UTW: Comment on 

images of familiar 

situations in the past 

International 

Women’s Day 
UTW: Compare and 

contrast characters 

from stories, including 

figures from the past 

The Royal Family 
UTW: Comment on 

images of familiar 

situations in the past 

Local Area History 
UTW: Comment on images 

of familiar situations in 

the past 



UTW: Compare and 

contrast characters 

from stories, including 

figures from the past 

UTW: Draw information 

from a simple map 

UTW 

(Geography) 

Bear Hunt - 

Different Areas 
UTW: Explore the 

natural world around 

them 

Map of Little Red 

travelling to 

Grandma’s 
UTW: Draw information 

from a simple map 

Snow - The Wrong 

Kind of Snow 
UTW: Explore the 

natural world around 

them 

UTW: Recognise some 

environments that are 

different to the one 

in which they live 

Weather 
UTW: Explore the 

natural world around 

them 

 

UTW: Recognise some 

environments that are 

different to the one in 

which they live 

Map of the World 
UTW: Draw 

information from a 

simple map 

UTW: Recognise 

some similarities and 

differences between 

life in this country 

and life in other 

countries 

UTW: Recognise 

some environments 

that are different to 

the one in which they 

live 

The Environment 
UTW: Explore the natural 

world around them 

UTW: Recognise some 

environments that are 

different to the one in 

which they live 

UTW (RE) Places of Worship 
UTW: Understand that 

some places are special 

to members of their 

community  

The Christmas 

Story 
C&L: Describe events in 

some detail 

The Creation 

Story 
C&L: Describe events 

in some detail 

The Easter Story 
C&L: Describe events in 

some detail 

Weddings in 

Different 

Cultures 
UTW: Understand 

that some places are 

special to members 

of their community  

UTW: Recognise that 

people have different 

beliefs and celebrate 

special times in 

different ways 

UTW: Recognise 

some similarities and 

differences between 

life in this country 

and life in other 

countries 

Eid Mubarak 
C&L: Describe events in 

some detail 

UTW: Recognise that 

people have different 

beliefs and celebrate 

special times in different 

ways 

 EAD (Art) 

 

Printing Diwali Candles Papier Mache 

Planets 

Painting Flowers Junk Modelling 

Minibeasts 

Under the Sea Collage 



EAD: Explore, use and 

refine a variety of 

artistic effects to 

express their ideas 

and feelings 

EAD: Explore, use and 

refine a variety of 

artistic effects to 

express their ideas and 

feelings 

EAD: Explore, use and 

refine a variety of 

artistic effects to 

express their ideas 

and feelings 

EAD: Return to and 

build on their previous 

learning, refining idea 

and developing their 

ability to represent 

them  

EAD: Create 

collaboratively, 

sharing ideas, 

resources and skills 

PD: Develop their small 

motor skills so that 

they can use a range of 

tools competently, 

safely and confidently 

(pencils for drawing and 

writing, paintbrushes, 

scissors, knives, forks 

and spoons) 

EAD: Explore, use and 

refine a variety of 

artistic effects to 

express their ideas and 

feelings 

EAD: Explore, use 

and refine a variety 

of artistic effects to 

express their ideas 

and feelings 

EAD: Return to and 

build on their 

previous learning, 

refining idea and 

developing their 

ability to represent 

them  

EAD: Create 

collaboratively, 

sharing ideas, 

resources and skills 

EAD: Explore, use and 

refine a variety of artistic 

effects to express their 

ideas and feelings 

EAD: Return to and build 

on their previous learning, 

refining idea and 

developing their ability to 

represent them  

EAD: Create 

collaboratively, sharing 

ideas, resources and skills 

 EAD (Music) Me! 

Listening and 

responding to 

different styles of 

music 

C&L: Listen carefully 

to rhymes and songs, 

paying attention to how 

they sound 

C&L: Learn rhymes, 

poems and songs  

EAD: Listen 

attentively, move to 

and talk about music, 

expressing their 

feelings and responses 

EAD: Sing in a group 

or on their own, 

increasingly matching 

the pitch and following 

the melody 

My Stories 

Learning to sing or 

sing along with 

nursery rhymes and 

action song  

C&L: Listen carefully to 

rhymes and songs, 

paying attention to how 

they sound  

C&L: Learn rhymes, 

poems and songs 

EAD: Listen attentively, 

move to and talk about 

music, expressing their 

feelings and responses 

EAD: Sing in a group or 

on their own, 

increasingly matching 

the pitch and following 

the melody 

Everyone  

Singing and 

learning to play 

instruments within 

a song 

C&L: Listen carefully 

to rhymes and songs, 

paying attention to 

how they sound 

C&L: Learn rhymes, 

poems and songs  

EAD: Listen 

attentively, move to 

and talk about music, 

expressing their 

feelings and responses 

EAD: Sing in a group 

or on their own, 

increasingly matching 

the pitch and following 

the melody  

Our World 

Improvising with 

musical instruments 

C&L: Listen carefully to 

rhymes and songs, 

paying attention to how 

they sound   

C&L: Learn rhymes, 

poems and songs 

EAD: Listen attentively, 

move to and talk about 

music, expressing their 

feelings and responses 

EAD: Sing in a group or 

on their own, 

increasingly matching 

the pitch and following 

the melody 

Big Bear Funk 

Listening and 

appraising Funk 

music 

C&L: Listen carefully 

to rhymes and songs, 

paying attention to 

how they sound 

C&L: Learn rhymes, 

poems and songs  

EAD: Listen 

attentively, move to 

and talk about music, 

expressing their 

feelings and 

responses  

EAD: Sing in a group 

or on their own, 

increasingly matching 

the pitch and 

following the melody 

Reflect, Rewind and 

Replay 

Improvisation using 

voices and 

instruments 

C&L: Listen carefully to 

rhymes and songs, paying 

attention to how they 

sound   

C&L: Learn rhymes, poems 

and songs 

EAD: Listen attentively, 

move to and talk about 

music, expressing their 

feelings and responses 

EAD: Sing in a group or on 

their own, increasingly 

matching the pitch and 

following the melody 



 EAD (D&T) Introducing Snack 

Area 

 
PD: Develop their small 

motor skills so that 

they can use a range 

of tools competently, 

safely and confidently 

(pencils for drawing 

and writing, 

paintbrushes, scissors, 

knives, forks and 

spoons) 

PD: Use their core 

muscle strength to 

achieve a good posture 

when sitting at a table 

or sitting on the floor 

Christmas 

Decorations 
EAD: Return to and 

build on their previous 

learning, refining idea 

and developing their 

ability to represent 

them 

Making a 

Telescope 

 
EAD: Return to and 

build on their previous 

learning, refining idea 

and developing their 

ability to represent 

them  

Making a Plant Pot 
EAD: Return to and 

build on their previous 

learning, refining idea 

and developing their 

ability to represent 

them  

Bug Hotels 
EAD: Return to and 

build on their 

previous learning, 

refining idea and 

developing their 

ability to represent 

them  

EAD: Create 

collaboratively, 

sharing ideas, 

resources and skills 

Junk Modelling 
EAD: Create 

collaboratively, sharing 

ideas, resources and skills 

 EAD (Drama) Domestic Role Play 

Area 
C&L: Use new 

vocabulary in different 

contexts   

EAD: Develop 

storylines in their 

pretend play 

Christmas Nativity 

 
EAD: Listen attentively, 

move to and talk about 

music, expressing their 

feelings and responses 

EAD: Watch and talk 

about dance and 

performance art, 

expressing their 

feelings and responses 

EAD: Explore and 

engage in music making 

and dance, performing 

solo or in groups  

Acting as Animals 
C&L: Connect one idea 

or actions to another 

using a range of 

connectives  

Aprils Fools Jokes 
C&L: Develop social 

phrases 

Being the Royal 

Family 
C&L: Connect one 

idea or actions to 

another using a range 

of connectives  

Plastic Pollution 

Videos 
C&L: Articulate their ideas 

and thoughts in well-

formed sentences 

 


