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3rd January 2022 

 

Dear families, 

 

May I take this opportunity to wish you all Happy New Year! I hope you have all had a restful break. I write to you 

today to outline some addition Coronavirus measures that we are putting in place to keep you, your children and our 

staff safe this half term. 

 

Firstly, I would be extremely grateful if you could test your child/children today or tomorrow morning with a lateral 

flow test, to check that they are not positive for Covid-19. I realise that tests are in short supply at the moment and 

understand if this is not possible. There is a non-symptomatic testing centre at ESPV in the old Stanney Grange 

building, should you wish to access it. 

 

We have chosen to re-introduce face coverings on the school premises at drop off and pick up times. Although this is 

outdoors, the rates for our school postcode this morning were at 2006 per 100,000. This is the highest it has ever 

been. Vaccination rates in our area are also very low with first doses at 77.5%, second doses at 69.8% and booster 

doses as low as 41.3% Booster doses are 20% lower in our area than in Cheshire West and Chester as a whole. 

 

We are creating two bubbles in school. An Early Years and Key Stage 1 bubble and a Key Stage 2 bubble and as far as 

practicable, these bubbles will not mix. This excludes staff moving around to cover classes and children joining 

phonics groups. We have shortened lunch time to 45 minutes and added an afternoon break of 15 minutes to cater 

for this. Often we find one hour too long in the very cold weather so I am sure that this is something that the 

children will appreciate. 

 

Breakfast Club will continue in the hall with increased ventilation well-spaced tables for each key stage. After school 

clubs are also in key stages. 

 

We will continue to ensure that all planned visitors have a negative lateral flow test within the 24 hours prior to their 

visit. All assemblies will take place on Zoom. Any parent events will be assessed on a case by case basis. Mrs Roberts’ 

Wednesday parent group will continue with reduced numbers. 

 

All of the measures above are being implemented so that we have the best possible chance of keeping all children in 

school. We do however have contingency plans in place should any of our children need to access remote learning 

whether this be as an individual or for a whole class or school. Mrs Wilkinson will be sending out an email tomorrow 

morning to remind families of remote learning procedures. 

 

New isolation rules 

You will have heard in the press of the possibility of reduced isolation times with two negative lateral flow tests. I 

would like to clarify this for you. 
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If your child tests positive via a lateral flow test, they MUST go and have a PCR test at a test centre (or you can order 

one via post). 

The confirmed case should be advised to self-isolate until the latest of:  

▪ 10 days after the onset of their symptoms  

 or  

▪ 10 days after their test day if they are asymptomatic  

 
From the 22nd December 2021 self-isolation may be ended before the end of the 10 full days.  The confirmed case 

can take an LFD test from the sixth day of their isolation period, and another LFD test on the following day. The 

second LFD test should be taken at least 24 hours later. If both these test results are negative, and they do not have 

a high temperature, they may end self-isolation after the second negative test result. They should not take an LFD 

test before the sixth day of their isolation period and should only end their self-isolation following 2 consecutive 

negative LFD tests which should be taken at least 24 hours apart. If they take an LFD test from the sixth day of their 

isolation period, and the test result is positive, they should wait 24 hours before taking the next test. 

 

 
 

I realise that this is quite confusing therefore please do not hesitate to contact the school office should you wish us 

to calculate this with you. Please ring through all positive cases to our pupil absence line on 0151 305 5940 and 

select option 1. If your child tests positive during a weekend, please email head@theoaks.cheshire.sch.uk  

 

I look forward to seeing you all on the playground tomorrow morning. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 

 

Louise Roberts 

Headteacher 
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